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Weekly Schedule (watch for occasional changes): 
 
 Tuesday Wednesday Thursday* Friday 
9:00 - 11:30 Sem II C2105 

Sem II C1105 

Sem II C2107 
and C2109 

Sem II C1107 

11:30 - 1:00 Sem II C2105 and 
C2107 

Library 1001 Sem II C1107 and 
C2107 

 
*The first session on Thursdays runs from 9-12, the second from 12-1. 
 
 
Overview 
 
Political Economy and Social Movements (PESM) has been a part of Evergreen since the first 
decade of the college.  It has served as the gateway to more specialized political economy 
offerings as well as other social justice studies.  The program provides an interdisciplinary 
context for learning introductory economics and multiple frameworks for understanding social 
change including historical, political, sociological and cultural approaches.  PESM will continue 
this tradition in 2016-17. 
 
Students will be introduced to the fundamental building blocks of political-economic analysis: the 
history and institutions of capitalism, mainstream economics and radical alternatives, theories of 
democracy and social change, and the strategies and practice of social movements that seek to 
transform the existing society. We examine political economy at all scales, from the very local to 
the international and from the interpersonal to the environmental, and we analyze inequality in 
its different forms—the hierarchies of class, gender, nationality, and race, will be particularly 
central to our studies across the two quarter.  Special attention will be given to the role of culture 
in maintaining or challenging mainstream political and economic ideology, but also as a product 
of existing political economic institutions. Students will expand their capacity to engage in public 
debate and social justice organizing through building skills in democratic decision-making, 
writing, public speaking, media communication, research, and quantitative methods.  
 
The majority of our studies will involve all members of the learning community.  Our shared work 
will include foundational studies in economics and communication for everyone.  One morning a 
week, however, we will divide into separate workshop groups focused on either economics or 
media/communication.  Students in the economics workshop group will receive intensive 
instruction and practice in macro- and microeconomics; those in the media/communication 
group will receive intensive instruction and practice in political-economy-and-social-movement 
themed television and radio production.  Faculty will attempt to place students in their preferred 
workshop group, but students enrolled in PESM should be prepared to engage fully in either 
option.  
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Each quarter will have an overall focus, with overlap between them.  The emphasis in Fall will 
be on United States history (with a particular focus on race and politics) and the current political 
economic issues this country faces, macroeconomics, and the general framework for political 
economic analysis.  In Winter we will give closer attention to modern world history and 
international issues (with a particular focus on imperialism, patriarchy, and comparative 
economic systems) along with microeconomics and theoretical perspectives on economic and 
social inequality.  Both quarters will include skill-building in written and spoken communication, 
quantitative methods, and social movement theory and practice. 
 
We will use a wide variety of materials and activities, including readings, lectures, discussions, 
seminars, workshops, films, and problem-solving exercises.  In addition, student governance will 
play an important role in the program.  Students will meet independently of faculty for at least one 
hour weekly to conduct activities and make decisions that promote the well-being of the learning 
community and its members.  This includes making recommendations about the use of program 
funds for fieldtrips and guest speakers.   
 
Program Activities and Assignments 
 
 

• Weekly Seminar Writing: Each week students will write short responses to the assigned 
readings. You will find prompting questions for the readings on the Canvas web site.  For 
most weeks, these questions will ask you to identify and discuss the major claims and 
supporting arguments presented by the author, as well as draw connections between the 
reading and other key ideas presented in our program. We expect this writing to be no 
more than 2 double spaced pages per week.  
  

• Semi-weekly (approximately) data labs: In conjunction with the economics readings, 
these labs will acquaint you with the skills needed to download, organize and visualize 
social and economic data using Excel.  The goal is to become more comfortable 
incorporating quantitative information in your research and writing. These labs will be 
started (and sometimes finished) during class time. 

 
• Three Learning Retention Exercises (a.k.a. quizzes): These in-class experiences will 

help you increase your long term memory of key ideas, as well as allow you to assess 
what you know and how well you know it.   
 

• Group Research Project Paper and Oral Presentation (developed in multiple stages): 
The goal of the fall group research project is to broaden your knowledge about an 
issue or problem of particular interest and to deepen your understanding of a 
theoretical framework appropriate for analyzing that issue. The project will result in a 
cohesive compilation of individual writings (due week 9) and a group presentation 
(due week 10), built on a foundation of group research and discussion.  There will be 
several check points throughout the quarter allowing for faculty and peer feedback.   

 
The fall group projects will be used as a jumping off point for narrower research 
questions examined during winter quarter.  The winter research questions will involve 
an application of a theoretical framework that you (or others) studied in the fall, and 
you will investigate (in small groups or individually) a local or regional manifestation 
of a social/economic problem or issue described in a fall group project or in a major 
class reading.  

 



• Workshop Group activities and projects.  For the media group this will consist primarily of 
two short media productions, and one major project. For the econ group there will be 
weekly data labs and problem sets as well as a final exam.  

 
• Governance Reflection Paper.  Students are expected to participate in weekly 

governance meetings, and will write a two page paper at the end of the quarter about 
what they have learned from this experience.   

 
 
Participation:  Because the discussion of readings is a major component of this course, we expect 
a high level of preparation and involvement in the program—in seminars, lecture/film discussions, 
and workshops.  This approach asks that you engage fully with the material in relation to your 
beliefs, perceptions, and evolving knowledge.   We evaluate participation not only on the depth of 
your own engagement with the texts, but also on how well you support other students' learning and 
contribute to a collaborative spirit of investigation.   This means moving a discussion forward by both 
sharing your questions and reflections and by listening well to other students and following up with 
additional questions, reflection, and elaboration.  Students enter seminar with differing skills, 
perspectives, and experiences. These differences are a strength of seminar as long as we 
remember that the collective goal is to develop a deeper understanding of the text (sometimes 
through unpacking the author's arguments, sometimes through contesting ideas, and sometimes 
through comparing different authors or generating new ideas). We do not need to agree with one 
another, but we do need each other’s thoughts and questions.  
  
Participation includes taking responsibility to co-lead at least one seminar during the quarter. 
Seminar co-leaders will be expected to communicate with each other ahead of class to come up with 
a plan for structuring the seminar (with a goal of maximizing depth and breadth of participation). 
They should have generative questions prepared to help keep the seminar moving and focused on 
the readings.  
 
Finally, participation includes showing up.  We expect students to attend regularly and punctually; 
more than two unexcused absences may result in a loss of credit.  Let your seminar faculty know in 
advance if you will be unable to attend class.  If you missed class for a medical or other emergency, 
let us know as soon as possible.  Regular, active attendance is not only a prerequisite for acquiring 
what a program like PESC has to offer; it also constitutes an important channel through which you 
contribute to the learning of your fellow students.  If for some reason you are unprepared, come to 
class anyway (it is always better to be present than absent)—but let your seminar leader and group 
members know so that the group can adjust accordingly.  If you do fall behind, talk to the faculty 
about the best way to move forward so that the problem doesn’t snowball.  
 
 
Readings 
 
Six books are assigned for this quarter; all are available at the college bookstore.  They are, in the 
order we will be reading (or at least beginning) them: 
 
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond 
Macroeconomics: A Fresh Start by Peter Dorman 
The Art of Protest: Culture and Activism from the Civil Rights Movement to the Streets of Seattle by 
T.V. Reed 
Dog Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial Appeals Have Reinvented Racism and Wrecked the 
Middle Class by Ian Haney López 
The Chicken Trail: Following Workers, Migrants, and Corporations across the Americas by 
Kathleen C. Schwartzman 



The Story of American Freedom by Eric Foner 
Intersectionality by Patricia Hill Collins and Sirma Bilge 
 
There will also be additional readings, including book chapters, articles and shorter opinion pieces.  
This is a lot of reading!  Make sure you budget your time, and be realistic about outside 
commitments (including work) that compete with reading and study.  When possible, we will include 
recommendations for how to prioritize your reading. 
 
Website 
 
PESM has a website, utilizing Canvas, that can be found at http://canvas.evergreen.edu/courses/ 
1208.  You will need to log in using your name and password.  Check this site regularly; it will be the 
central repository for program handouts and announcements.  If something is posted on this site, we 
will consider that to be “fair” notification.  You will also find many useful pages of links to resources 
that can enrich your study of political economy and activism.  Finally, Canvas facilitates 
communication between students through discussion boards and group mailings.  To be active in 
PESM, you need to log in to the website on a regular basis.  
 
If you look online you will find a number of resources to support your study of economics.  Bear in 
mind, however, that there will often be differences between the concepts and explanations 
presented elsewhere and those in our macroeconomics text.  These differences can often be useful 
material for study groups and class discussions, but assume that questions given in quizzes and 
exercises refer to our primary econ text. 
 
Tentative Schedule for Fall Quarter 
 
Week 1 Readings Activities 
Tuesday 
September 27 
 

Evicted 
 

Introduction to all of us 
Introduction to the program 
Introduction to seminar 
Seminar on Evicted 

Wednesday 
September 28 

 Academic statement support: learning skills 
Small group democracy (for governance)  
Film: "99 Homes" 

Thursday 
September 29 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday  
September 30 

 Lecture/workshop: introduction social movements 
and social change; the role of persuasion; 
applying theory to Evicted 

Week 2   
Tuesday  
October 4 

Macro Ch1 
Art of Protest (intro, Ch1, 
Ch2);  
How to Be a Strategic 
Advocate 

Data lab on mortality and economics 
Seminar on Reed & Strategic Advocate 

Wednesday 
October 5 

 Film: "Deforce"  
Research group fair 

Thursday  
October 6 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday  
October 7 

Persuasion and Social 
Movements (Stewart et. 

Lecture/workshop: social construction; art and 
social movements 



al.) Intro and ch. 1. 
Theoretical Perspectives in 
Sociology (ch. 4 of 
Ferguson ed.) 

Seminar on the readings 
Week 2 data lab due 
Deadline: submit research groups and topics 

Week 3   
Tuesday  
October 11 

Dog Whistle Politics (pp. 1-
76) 

Workshop: Racial discourse and anti-racist social 
movements. (no seminar) 

Wednesday 
October 12 

 Quiz 1  
Mindset workshop 
Public speaking workshop 
Deadline: submit division of research areas 
and provisional list of sources 

Thursday  
October 13 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday 
October 14 

Dog Whistle Politics (pp. 
77-146)  
Macro Ch2 

Lecture and workshop on markets 
Seminar on Dog Whistle Politics 

Week 4   
Tuesday  
October 18 

Macro Ch3 (pp. 49-63, 67-
72);  
Dog Whistle Politics (pp. 
147-231) 
Additional news articles 
related to current election 

Data lab on national income accounts 
Seminar on Dog Whistle Politics 

Wednesday 
October 19 

Convergence: News 
production in a Digital Age 
(Klinenberg, 2013) 

Film: "Rich Media, Poor Democracy" 
Support for academic statement 
Outlining workshop 

Thursday  
October 20 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday 
October 21 

Chicken Trail (Chapters 1-
3) 

Lecture: immigration in historical perspective 
Lecture/workshop: framing immigration and labor 
Week 4 data lab due 

Week 5   
Tuesday 
October 25 

Macro Ch3 (pp. 63-67, 
Ch9 (pp. 199-206) 
Chicken Trail (chapters 4-
6) 

Lecture and lab on the balance of payments 
accounts  
Seminar on Chicken Trail 

Wednesday 
October 26 

 Guest speaker on immigration rights 
Lecture/workshop on international trade 
Deadline: submit outline of group project 
essays 

Thursday 
October 27 

 Field Trip 

Friday 
October 28 

Chicken Trail (chapters 7-
9) 

Film on immigrant rights and labor organizing 
Seminar on Chicken Trail 
Data lab for week 5 due 

Week 6   
Tuesday 
November 1 

Macro Ch4 
Story of American 
Freedom (Chapters 1-4) 

Lecture/workshop on macroeconomic identity 
Workshop on political organization 



Constitution 
Federalist Paper No. 10 
Testing Theories of 
American Politics 

Wednesday 
November 2 

 Quiz 2 
Student presentations on models of government 

Thursday 
November 3 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday 
November 4 

Story of American 
Freedom (Chapters 5-9) 

Film: "The Women of Hull House" 
Seminar on Story of American Freedom 
Deadline: submit revised outline 

Week 7   
Tuesday 
November 8 

Macro Ch5 
How Laypeople 
Understand the Economy 

Lecture on unemployment, inflation and financial 
instability 
Seminar on readings 
Election night gathering (optional) 
Data lab 

Wednesday 
November 9 

 Guest speakers on the election 

Thursday 
November 10 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 
Data lab for Week 7 due 

Friday  
November 11 

 Veterans' Day: no class 

Week 8   
Tuesday 
November 15 

Macro Ch6 
Story of American 
Freedom (Chapters 10-13) 

Lecture/workshop: how governments manage an 
economy 
Seminar on Story of American Freedom 

Wednesday 
November 16 

What Really Caused the 
Implosion of the Occupy 
Movement—An Insider's 
View 

Film: "The Wobblies" 
Lecture/workshop on social movement practice 
Peer editing of final paper 

Thursday 
November 17 

 Specialty groups 
student governance 

Friday 
November 18 

 Academic Statement Workshop 
Complete draft of Group Project Paper due 

Thanksgiving Break 
Week 9   
Tuesday 
November 29 

Macro Ch10 
Intersectionality 

Lecture on Keynes and the classics 
Seminar on Intersectionality 

Wednesday 
November 30 

 Quiz 3 
Final project work time 

Thursday 
December 1 

 Final project work time 

Friday 
December 2 

 Lecture/discussion on intersectionality 
Final Group Project Paper due. 

Week 10   
Tuesday 
December 6 

Macro Ch17 Film: "Inside Job" 
Lecture/discussion on the financial crisis 

Wednesday  Group Project Oral Presentations  



December 7 
Thursday 
December 8 

 Group Project Oral Presentations 
Final wrap-up and potluck 

Friday 
December 9 

 TBA 

 


